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in summer caps and torn clothes, standing waist deep in
snow, wood cutters felled timber for export and carters
transported it with the aid of exhausted horses which
could hardly stand; and even at that, not only fulfilling
but exceeding normal speed ... the young com-
munists' working party, including girls, loaded . . . two
thousand four hundred tons of export goods in four days
(without port facilities)."

Sakhalin is rich in coal, oil, and fish. Coal lies in
the mountain in layers slanting upwards. Horizontal
shafts are driven through the mountain-side in successive
stories, and the coal is pushed with the foot down the
slanting shelf into conduits which shoot it to bunkers in the
lower levels and then into the waiting trucks. Goal has
exceptional value in the Pacific waters, and is worth more
than ordinary pains in the getting.

The fishing industry and agriculture are born or reborn.
At Shirokaya Pad fish were.formerly caught near shore
with primitive drag-nets. Little did the local fishermen
know that the densest shoals passed them by, deep beneath
the waters, far from the shore. The Pacific Institute of
Fisheries, armed by scientific research, taught the " secret "
to the State fisheries and the fishermen's collectives, and
now deep-sea boats carry on the deep-sea fishing far from
the shore and with abundant results. And the fish when
caught are canned by the million and sent to the mainland
as food. Formerly they were turned, in great cauldrons,
into land-fertilizers.

Oil-derricks rise in thick clusters on the eastern coast.
Oil-workers from Grosny and Baku, who volunteered
to come, have taught new workers and trained new cadres.
In two or three years the Soviet Oil Trusts reached an
output which had taken Japan ten years to attain. The
forest retreats before a thicket of derricks and a belt of
vegetable gardens and dwelling-houses. Within seven
years thfe oil-town of Okha had grown up with 25,000
inhabitants.

Industry gets firm footing in Sakhalin. And slowly
the living conditions improve too. Solid cottages appear